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Black History Month Moment

from the Clerk’s Historic Records Team

We typically recognize and honor Black History Month each year in the Clerk’s Office by
hosting an educational program but due to the coronavirus pandemic we are offering a virtual
program through our website during the month of February. Each week, we will post some
information and images of court records that share some of the history relevant to Black History
Month during the month of February. We hope you enjoy reading and viewing this
information.

St. Louis Colored Colt Show Company, 1898, Charter Book 1858-1915, Pages 123-125

The Village of St Louis was founded by freed slaves after the Civil War. In response to the Upperville Colt and
Horse show, which did not allow African American participation, Charles McQuay, a former slave, and other
black community leaders formed the St. Louis Colored Colt Show Company in 1898. The show was

to ““...provide for and hold exhibitions of horses and colts and t0 arrange and conduct contests of speed and
jumping and such other tests of excellence in horses and colts usual at county fairs, but no gambling of any sort
shall be allowed.”
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